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PROJECT INTRODUCTION
The Human Scope of an ATT is a project of the Ecumenical
Campaign for a Strong and Effective Arms Trade Treaty (ATT). The
purpose of this project is to bring personal testimonies together
that demonstrate the human consequences of the arms trade
and the direct impact that conventional weapons have on the
lives of people around the world. Read the following compelling
narratives, and then join us online to:
1. Add your story and picture to our rapidly growing effort
2. Show your support for a Strong and Effective Arms Trade
Treaty by engaging in one of the many other campaign activities
Learn more by visiting us online: www.armstreatynow.org or
contact Campaign Manager, Daniel Pieper: dap@wcc-coe.org

THE HUMAN SCOPE OF AN ATT
THE HONOURABLE JOY KWAJE
Member of Parliament, long-time leader of church women
and former Commissioner for Human Rights
Juba, South Sudan

“Now they have
brand new guns.
Where does one get
new guns for 6,000
young men?”

Despite the joy of achieving independence in 2011, the people of South Sudan still
have deep scars and traumas to heal after decades of armed conflict. We have a new
2,000-kilometer border in the north that is straddled by ethnic groups and nomadic
herders, many of them still highly militarized. There are provocations made across that
border, including evidence of support for armed groups in South Sudan.
Early in 2012, 6,000 young fighters from one ethnic group attacked another ethnic group
in a dispute over cattle stealing. They killed about 600 people. The attackers were from
an ethnic group that just went through a disarmament process two years ago. Now they
have brand-new guns. Where does one get new guns for 6,000 young men?
Churches have made numerous interventions in such disputes but, if illegal weapons
are fed into the situation, things can easily get out of hand. We have never had the
experience of living in a state where people can actually learn how to be citizens. We are
looking forward to the opportunity.
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REV DR SILVESTER ARINAITWE
Executive Secretary of the Uganda Joint Christian Council
Kampala, Uganda
Illegal weapons reach Uganda via armed groups operating in Sudan, northern Kenya
and even Somalia. We lobby as churches for inter-governmental action to stop this
illegal international trade, and at the same time we work to conscientize the public in
communities at risk within Uganda. This involves teaching people about their rights,
duties and responsibilities as citizens, including the ban on having an illegal weapon.
We work at the grassroots and we also take up related issues such as corruption and
accountability at different levels of government. We advocate for the government to
provide security in areas where ethnic groups who have given up their weapons still face
armed threats from groups across our borders. Cooperation between governments in our
region is important to control such weapons.
DR IRENE TCHANGOU
Gynecologist
Bukavu, Democratic Republic of Congo
Our wish is to have a world without gender-based violence! Africa without gender-based
violence! DR Congo without gender-based violence!
The hospital where I work treated 2,591 victims of sexual violence in 2011. Nearly
half – 1,177 people – were cases of gender-based violence used as a weapon of war.
Gender-based violence increases mortality and morbidity, diseases, family breakdowns and
the collapse of social structures – the same effects as military weapons.

“Cooperation
between
governments
in our region
is important
to control such
weapons.”

70 percent of these attacks were committed by men from armed groups operating in
eastern DRC. Half the attacks took place in the victims’ homes. More than half were
multiple rapes.
Three-quarters of the survivors needed psychological care. The hospital has doctors,
surgeons, psychologists, social workers and lawyers because people attacked in this way
need medical, psycho-social and legal services.
In July 2011 men wearing soldiers’ uniforms raped a 35-year-old mother in her home.
She was shot in the back and left in a coma, bleeding. The attackers then found her
17-year-old daughter, who had been hiding. They threw her on top of the body of her
mother and raped her too. Both women had serious internal injuries. They received
treatment at our hospital and survived. But the family is shattered. The daughter is so
traumatized by what happened she feels she cannot ever see or speak to her mother
again. She is receiving therapy.
Getting professional care within 72 hours of an attack offers some protection against HIV,
sexually transmitted diseases, infections and pregnancy. Treatment and healing, however,
take a long, long time. Patients need confidentiality and a secure environment. Long-term
recovery raises further challenges, including over-coming stigmas, finding a secure place
to live, and social and economic reintegration in society. Also, care and trauma counselling
are often needed by members of the victim’s family.
Gender-based violence is a reality of war here in Central Africa and which Colombia,
Bosnia, Liberia and Sri Lanka have suffered too.

“Our wish is to have
a world without
gender-based
violence! Africa
without genderbased violence!
DR Congo without
gender-based
violence!“

Remember our wish: To be free of gender-based violence!
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MR CLEOPHAS BASALUCI
Country Director for Swiss Inter-Church Aid
Goma, Democratic Republic of Congo
We work with local communities that need humanitarian aid and development
assistance. Men who use guns to make money take a heavy toll on these communities.
Their weapons come from the illicit trade in guns. They rob people, extort money and
rape women. Some of their victims are killed, many are injured and traumatized.
The guns come to our province in two ways. Some are brought in by armed groups,
including militia that were involved in the Rwanda genocide. Others are military weapons
sold to local civilians by poorly paid soldiers, including guns from the army of President
Mobutu in the 1990s. The weapons stay in circulation for a long time.

“International action
is needed to stop
the supply of
weapons so we
can get out of this
vicious cycle and
get on with
developing our
country.”

The guns are used in many ways. Communities will cultivate their fields and then, when
the crops are ripe, armed men come and take the produce. Things a woman does just
to provide for her family – walking to market, working the family’s garden, getting
firewood – make her more vulnerable to attack. Armed poachers take elephants, gorillas
and hippopotamus from our national park.
Sometimes we cannot reach the communities we are helping because of road blocks and
the risks of travelling if armed groups are in the area. In such a context, no investment
is worthwhile because it will probably be stolen or destroyed later. International action is
needed to stop the supply of weapons so we can get out of this vicious cycle and get on
with developing our country.

MS EBUN JAMES
General Secretary of the Sierra Leone Council of Churches
Freetown, Sierra Leone
During Sierra Leone’s civil war the boys carrying guns were so young the gun barrels
would drag on the ground when they walked. There were guns coming into our country
via Libya, Burkina Faso and Liberia. There were so many guns around it affected you even
if you wanted nothing to do with it.
Once when my husband had to go away he gave me a pistol for protection. I did not
want it so I hid it in the attic. Later I took it into the bush and threw it away. The only way
to deal with illegal weapons is to get rid of them and to stop new guns coming in. It’s like
trying to stop smoking – you cannot keep getting cigarettes if you are trying to quit.

“There were
so many guns
around it affected
you even if you
wanted nothing
to do with it.”
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We had no choice but to survive all this violence, so we healed ourselves by our struggle
for survival. The people affected by violence helped each other and community support
was strong.
Today, thank God, there are fewer illegal guns and less violence. There are 26 churches
in this council and we want stronger international laws to keep so many guns from ever
coming into our country again.

Interview on Small Arms and Light Weapons with
REV. CHRISTIANA SUTTON KOROMA
General Overseer of the Congregational Evangelical Mission. Rev. Sutton
Koroma is also a Gender and HIV/AIDS activist, an Executive Member of the
United Church Women and an Executive Committee Member of the CCSL,
Sierra Leone
The result of the proliferation of small arms and light weapons in the society is an
indicator of a violent society and world we live in. The effect of proliferation of weapons
on children and youth is negative; it removes their focus on God as the ultimate source
of safety, security and supremacy – the Great Provider. The presence of and use of small
arms gives a false sense of safety and security to those possessing them and downplays
the virtue and value of dialogue and discussion to increase understanding in the process
of settling issues.
In addition, dependency on “the gun” changes the perception of people; instead of
fostering love, care, support etc., the holder of the gun feels powerful, they usurp the
rights of others resulting in the taking away of genuine human feelings, respect for and
valuing the worth of life, trust and respect for others of differing ideas and opinions.
Buying of small arms should be controlled by nations for national security purposes – to
protect the lives of its citizens. Unfortunately, small arms in the hands and under the
control of individuals often endangers security and the lives of individuals.

“I believe in and
prefer the Godly
method of diplomacy
and advocacy in
settling disputes
among nations or
countries rather than
settling issues with
military might.”

I believe in and prefer the Godly method of diplomacy and advocacy in settling disputes
among nations or countries rather than settling issues with military might. The wealthy
nations will always have the means to buy bigger, better, more sophisticated weapons
and then “bully” the smaller nations in furthering their own interests.
The Biblical method found in Joshua 22: 9 – 34 can be applied (dialogue and discussion
to build understanding.)

Interview with
THE VERY REV. CANON AJAYI NICHOL
Dean of St Georges Cathedral,
Sierra Leone
His perspective is as follows:
The proliferation of arms in our communities can have a destabilizing effect especially
when those that carry them have no sense of responsibility particularly the young and
undisciplined. Arms in the possession of this set of people generally create fear and panic.
It makes one not able to say the truth for fear of them using it on you in revenge. You are
therefore left with no option but to sing their praise or dance to their tune even though
they may be engaged in looting and destroying of other’s property and endangering the
lives of others.
A man rearing pigs in Kissy was attacked by young boys carrying guns. They demanded
that he should hand over all the pigs he was rearing. They counted the pigs, recorded the
number and left saying to the owner of the pigs that none should go missing. The man’s
son came later to slaughter one of the pigs to prepare dinner for the night but the Father
said to him, “Na dem pipul dem hog endem say if wan loss, dem go shoot me”. This story
is one among several that illustrates the kind of insecurity that prevails in communities
with guns all over the place. It is for such a reason the ATT is immensely important to the
world to say nothing about our communities

“The proliferation
of arms in our
communities can
have a destabilizing
effect especially
when those that carry
them have no sense
of responsibility...”
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HYUCK CHAN JEONG
Former Producer of K-TV,
Korea

“This case shows
that it could happen
again and again, and
tells that we need a
strong and effective
Arms Trade Treaty as a
universal standard ...”

On 06-07 Dec. 2006, Korean major journals reported that the Seoul Central District
Prosecutors Office has charged 14 officials of seven companies for allegedly exporting
defense equipment and technology to Myanmar military junta in violation of Korea’s
export control laws. According to Yonhap news, prosecutors said the shipments were
made using forged export documents that listed the equipment as innocuous machinery.
DIC and DI were the only two companies that prosecutors identified. They said the
firms struck a deal with the Myanmar government in early 2001 to build a plant to
manufacture at least six types of artillery shells in the tens of thousands of rounds
annually.
The contract with Myanmar allegedly covered the plant, related equipment and
technology and was worth $133 million. Construction of the plant began in 2002. The
Korean government has barred the export of defense material to Myanmar. Seoul also
designates the technology to manufacture artillery rounds as strategic, and requires
ministerial approval for export. It was learned that this was a first case of revealing illicit
arms exports including the plant, related equipment and technology in Korea. It was
reported that many of those accused were held guilty in 2010.
This case shows that it could happen again and again, and tells that we need a strong
and effective Arms Trade Treaty as a universal standard including Human Rights Law and
International Humanitarian Law and other issues presented in Ecumenical Campaign for
ATT.
HYUN SOOK LEE
Executive Director,
Women’s Forum for Peace and Diplomacy,
Korea
As we all know well, irresponsible and illegal arms transfers contribute to fuel and prolong
situation of armed conflict. As long as armed conflict continues, civilians, particularly
women and girls are easily targeted by the sexual and gender-based violence of armed
forces. According to UN Security Resolutions 1325(2000), 1820(2008), 1888(2009) and
1960(2010), such acts in some situations have become systemic and widespread, reaching
appalling levels of brutality and are used as a tactic of war. “Sexual violence, when used
or commissioned as a tactic of war in order to deliberately target civilians or as a part of
a widespread or systemic attack against civilian populations, can significantly exacerbate
situation of armed conflict and may impede the restoration of international peace and
security(article 1. UN SCR 1820)”, needless to say that such acts devastate whole life of
individual victims or survivors and their families.

“It will be another
step forward to
world peace. ”
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The case of Korean “comfort women” who are survivors of coercive sexual violences and
rapes committed by Japanese military during WW II. tells the story about how long their
scars and suffering have lasted, how long the political and diplomatic conflict on this issue
has been continuing between two countries, and how it has become a serious agenda in
international community to be urgently solved by Japanese government.
In this regard, legally binding international regulation(ATT) which stop weapons fueling
and prolong conflict and reduce human suffering should be created. For this goal strong
and effective language on the impact arms have on sexual and gender-based violence
should be included. It will be another step forward to world peace.

REV. JAMES M. LARGUM
St. Silas Anglican Church
Kadama, Jos,
Nigeria
The crisis in Jos since ten years ago has really affected our community (church). The
attackers frequently invade our churches with guns that were bought in from Niger
Republic. Most of the guns used are brought in through Bauchi and Kano States. On
24th December 2011, our church was attacked during Christmas Eve (2011) and one
of our Youth named Yeldin Ali was killed. A global Arms Trade Treaty would have
made it much more difficult for mercenaries to obtain weapons, which could have
saved Yeldin’s life.

REV. S. GOMNA
Chairman, CCN
Jos North Plateau,
Nigeria
My Baptist church has been burnt down five times. They overpowered us with
sophisticated weapons. I am a native of Jos, I know that these weapons came through
the North. The transfers of weapons and guns are not regulated. Mercenaries are hired
to eject us; they killed, maim and set properties ablaze.
The ecumenical community has met severally with the governor of plateau Mr. Jonah
Jang on the security situation of Jos. Now we cannot worship in the evening. There are
guns everywhere- this is terrible. An Arms Trade Treaty would make our borders less
porous for the irresponsible and illegal movement of weapons that have a real human
consequence in Jos, Nigeria.

“ A global Arms
Trade Treaty would
have made it much
more difficult for
mercenaries to obtain
weapons, which
could have saved
Yeldin’s life.”
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ANDERS WEJRYD
Archbishop, Church of Sweden, May 2012

We have to strive towards just peace
In our time there are no “just wars”. Contrary to the doctrine of just war, the modern
wars since the 20th century have affected mainly civilians and caused immense suffering.
Therefore we have to find new ways, we have to think differently and strive towards “just
peace”, building a culture of peace to overcome violence.
It is a long and difficult way to go, and we cannot walk alone, as individual nations.
Instead we have to work together and bring as many countries and actors on board as
possible. Everything that makes arms less accessible is a step in the right direction. To
reach a global agreement like the Arms Trade Treaty would be an important and historic
landmark on this route.

Photo: Magnus Aronson/IKON

“Everything that
makes arms less
accessible is a step in
the right direction.”

As an exporting country it is very important to be responsible and self critical. In Sweden
we have strict regulations of the export of arms. At the same time the Swedish export
has increased significantly during the past years, and Sweden is now the world’s biggest
exporter of arms per capita. In addition, during 2011 there was a considerable increase in
the Swedish export of arms to non-democratic countries with serious violations of human
rights. This is not acceptable.
A strong and effective Arms Trade Treaty is a first important step to regulate the arms
trade and reduce the devastating consequences of armed violence in the world. But, as
the Swedish example shows, it is not enough. Commitment to implement the regulations
is essential in order for us to continue on the route towards just peace.

TELL US ABOUT IT!
Tell us your story! How has the use of arms impacted your community? Why is an ATT
important to our world? Send us your testimony and a picture, and together we will
demonstrate the human impact of the irresponsible arms trade.
Visit us online: www.armstreatynow.org
Email: Daniel Pieper, Campaign Manager: dap@wcc-coe.org
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WHAT IS THE ARMS TRADE TREATY?
Every day, somewhere in the world, 2,000 people die as a result of armed violence. The
uncontrolled and irresponsible sale of, and trade in, small arms and light weapons fuels
poverty and suffering. Additionally, the massive and ready supply of weapons makes them
accessible for misuse and abuse.
The lack of commonly agreed on international standards for the transfer of weapons
across international borders contributes to armed conflict, the displacement of people,
organized crime and terrorism, thus undermining peace, stability and socio-economic
development. Recognising that fact, the General Assembly of the United Nations began
the process to negotiate an Arms Trade Treaty in January 2010 culminating in a treaty
conference in July 2012. The Arms Trade Treaty (ATT) seeks consensus on a legally binding
treaty containing universal regulations enforcing the highest possible standards for the
responsible trade of conventional weapons. The idea is that if all UN Member States agree
on a set of standards as to what makes arms transfers acceptable, it will make the illicit
trade or transfer of arms much more difficult.
The ATT will not curtail national laws regarding the internal movement of arms, the right
for citizens to bear arms or a country’s right to self-defence. However, the application of
internationally agreed trading standards can prevent and reduce the use of weapons for
purposes of human rights abuses, violations of humanitarian law, or to incite terror. We
all have to do our part to ensure that the ATT is strong (broad human scope- including
provision for human rights, humanitarian law, protections for gender-based violence and
survivors assistance and includes small arms, light weapons, ammunition and parts) and
effective (contains provisions for accountability and enforceability) in order to protect and
save lives!

WHAT IS THE ‘ECUMENICAL CAMPAIGN
FOR A STRONG AND EFFECTIVE ATT’?
At the grassroots and national levels, in their communities and countries, churches and
specialised ministries are witnesses to the human impact of unlawful armed violence.
We see the suffering and chaos of violence fuelled by the irresponsible trade in arms.
Members of the international ecumenical community are well-positioned to take action
together. In many countries, civil society is mobilising to support a strong and effective
Arms Trade Treaty (ATT). Churches were among the first members of civil society to call
for universal regulations on the trade of weapons. Therefore, churches working together
can continue to do their part to strengthen the proposed treaty through the negotiation
process. At a minimum, the ATT must protect communities and save lives that are put at
risk from the poorly regulated worldwide trade in arms and ammunition.
As a first step, our efforts will build towards July 2012, which is a crucial month for
our work on the treaty. In July, the UN will hold the Arms Trade Treaty negotiations at
the UN Headquarters in New York. This will not be an easy process for the Member
State representatives present, but it is our mission is to ensure that ATT negotiations
are not confined to discussion of the sale of a simple commodity. Rather states must
acknowledge, and address, the human cost, community suffering and deaths caused
by the irresponsible trade of weapons. While technical trade policy details can be made
available to interested members of the Ecumenical ATT Campaign, our collective goal in
this process is to build a popular mobilisation campaign that encourages us to:
1. Educate ourselves on the need for an ATT
2. Mobilise others to act in support of a strong and effective ATT that contains
faith values of justice, peace and human wellbeing
3. Lobby our elected officials and governmental representatives as to the human
imperative for an ATT, and for governments to support, ratify and implement a strong
and effective treaty

www.armstreatynow.org
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Our campaign will unite under the rally call:
“Yes, I support a strong and effective Arms Trade Treaty that will protect and
save lives!”

“Yes, I support
a strong and
effective Arms
Trade Treaty that
will protect and
save lives!”

Approximately 60 representatives of churches, related agencies and faith networks in
30 countries have signed up to take leading positions in our campaign. This exciting
mobilisation of individuals, churches and organizations is highlighting the important role
local religious communities can play bringing the human condition to the negotiations
for a strong and effective ATT and beyond.

PRIORITY AREAS FOR THE ECUMENICAL ATT CAMPAIGN:
The Arms Trade Treaty will only be as effective as its contents and language prescribes.
Through the diplomatic efforts that have been displayed in the ATT process so far, we
have seen numerous interests and forces pulling in many different directions. In our
campaign and lobby efforts it is therefore important to highlight the areas that to the
greatest extent protect and save human lives and human dignity. The ATT must contain
unequivocal criteria for arms transfers, so that there will be very little room for varying
interpretations from signatory states.

Inclusion of Human Rights Law and
International Humanitarian Law in the ATT:
Every year, because of the widespread availability of and misuse of weapons, hundreds
of thousands of civilians are displaced, injured, raped, or killed. In many parts of the
world, weapons are so easy to obtain and armed violence so prevalent that after
conflict, civilians face many of the same threats that they did during it. An International
Committee of the Red Cross study, commissioned by states in 1995 and published
in 1999, concluded that the widespread availability of arms facilitates violations of
international humanitarian law and has damaging consequences for civilians during
armed conflicts. As long as weapons are too easily available, serious violations
of international humanitarian law will be made more likely and the provisions of
humanitarian assistance endangered.
All existing human rights agreements, including the UN Charter, should be honoured and
named in the Arms Trade Treaty, as they further substantiate both the need for, and the
legitimacy of, a strong and effective global arms regulatory system.
The ATT should therefore, reflect all States’ obligation to ensure respect for
international humanitarian law and human rights by making them fundamental
criteria on which arms transfer decisions are made, so that the weapons do
not end up in the hands of those who may be expected to use them in serious
violations of already agreed upon norms and standards.

Inclusion of Small Arms and Light Weapons (SALW),
ammunition and parts in the scope of the ATT:
The Arms Trade Treaty should include all conventional weapons. The inclusion of small
arms and light weapons is essential for a treaty that meets the needs of those most
affected by armed conflict. This is not a question of measuring different weapons
against each other to see which is more ‘dangerous.’ No, this is about the volume of
international transfers – more SALW are moved across international borders than any
other type or class of weapon. For this reason alone, such weapons should be included
in a treaty that addresses the trade of arms. However, availability is not the only variable
concerning why small arms and light weapons and ammunition MUST be included in
the ATT. A man from West Africa noted, “From Mozambique to Montenegro, from
Columbia to Kenya, small arms and light weapons have indeed become weapons of
mass destruction.” Small arms and ammunition are used not only as tools of war; they
10
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are used for security, crime, coercion, protection, to incite fear and maintain peace and
order. The reality is simple, regulating the trade of small arms and ammunition
ensures that they are used as tools for the common good and justice, and NOT as
weapons for terror and misuse.

Inclusion of strong and effective language
on the negative impact of illicit weapons on sustainable
socioeconomic development:
The devastating impact of conflict, armed crime, and all forms of armed violence around
the world is clear and present for all to see. Armed violence closes schools, churches,
fractures communities, overwhelms health care systems, and discourages investment and
economic productivity – altogether making lives and livelihoods insecure. The physical and
immediate threat of danger from the use of arms displaces people, causes injury and even
death, while state and non-state spending on arms or arms races can divert vital funds
from public services such as education and health care. When spending on weapons takes
place without accountability and transparency, it can aggravate corruption and facilitate
human rights abuses. According to the World Bank’s World Development Report, there
is not a single country experiencing armed conflict that will achieve a single
Millennium Development Goal.
This is why more effective and responsible regulations of the international arms trade
are urgently needed, and MUST be reflected in the Arms Trade Treaty!

Inclusion of strong and effective language on the impact
arms have on gender-based violence:
There are different ways that language on women, peace, and security should be
included in the ATT. For example, it is crucial to recognise that the irresponsible transfer
of weapons continue to kill or maim civilians, a majority of whom are women and
children, both during and long after conflicts have ended. One of the principle ways
women are disproportionately affected by the use of weapons is coercive sexual violence
and rape. UN Security Council Resolutions 1325, 1820, 1888, and 1960 explicitly address
sexual violence as a tool of war. In his report on 1820/1888 in December 2010, the UN
Secretary-General stressed, “Sexual violence as a tool of war can become a way of life:
once entrenched in the fabric of civilian society, it lingers long after the guns have fallen
silent.” The irresponsible trade of arms across borders clearly has a lasting impact on the
lives of women children and families, the ATT has the opportunity and responsibility
to name this reality and build mechanisms within the trade policy to address the
needs of women directly.

Pre-existing UN human rights
treaties:
•
The International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights
•
The International Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights
•
The Convention against
Torture and Other Cruel,
Inhuman or Degrading
Treatment or Punishment
•
The Convention on the
Elimination of all Forms of
Discrimination against Women
•
The Convention on the Rights
of a Child
•
The Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of
Racial Discrimination
•
The International Convention
on the Protection of the Rights
of all Migrant Workers and
Members of Their Families
•
The International Convention
on the Rights of Persons With
Disabilities
•
The International Convention
for the Protection of all
Persons from Enforced
Disappearances
•
International Convention
for the Suppression of the
Financing of Terrorism

Inclusion of measures for survivor assistance:
The need to provide assistance to victims of irresponsible and illegal arms transfers is an
integral element to a successful Arms Trade Treaty. Manufacturers, companies, brokers,
and governments that deal in arms should be held accountable for conducting their
weapons trade responsibly, and for the misuse of illicit weapons when they do not.
This includes meticulous documentation in order to trace weapons and ammunition
and the purpose of sales and transfers. Additionally, the special needs of vulnerable
groups must be taken into account. Victim and survivor assistance does not have to be a
system of reparations or direct payments; however, provisions for access to medical
care, rehabilitation, and psychological support, as well as other social and
economic programming will help them and hasten the process of post-conflict
reconstruction and peace building.
ARMS
TREATY
NOW
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